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Number of Children (in Thousands) Enrolled in Head Start and 
Early Head Start, and Children Enrolled as a Percentage of Children 

in Poverty,** Program Years 2006 - 07 to 2013 - 14

Head Start* (number)

Early Head Start (number)

Head Start* (percent)

Early Head Start (percent)

Knowledge Center. {various years}. Head Start program information report (PIR) . Author. Poverty data for 

percentages: US Census Bureau. (2015). Current Population Survey: CPS table creator. Available at: 
http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html 

Figure 1

*Head Start includes Migrant Head Start

**Children in poverty, ages 0 -3 for Early Head Start and ages 3 to 5 for Head Start
Sources: Data on number and percent enrollment: The Administration for Children and Families, Early Childhood Learning and 
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Figure 2

Knowledge Center. {various years}. Head Start program information report (PIR) . Author. Poverty data for 

percentages: US Census Bureau. (2015). Current Population Survey: CPS table creator. Available at: 
http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html 

*Head Start includes Migrant Head Start

**Children in poverty, ages 0 -3 for Early Head Start and ages 3 to 5 for Head Start
Sources: Data on number and percent enrollment: The Administration for Children and Families, Early Childhood Learning and 
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Children Enrolled in a Head Start Program as a Percentage of All 
Children in Poverty,** by Race, Program Year 2013 - 2014

Early Head Start Head Start*

Figure 3

*Head Start includes Migrant Head Start
**Children in poverty, ages 0 -3 for Early Head Start and ages 3 to 5 for Head Start
Sources: Data on number and percent enrollment: The Administration for Children and Families, Early Childhood Learning and 

Knowledge Center. {various years}. Head Start program information report (PIR) . Author. Poverty data for percentages: US 
Census Bureau. (2015). Current Population Survey: CPS table creator. Available at: 
http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html 

http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/mr/factsheets
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http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=early-childhood-program-enrollment
http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=early-childhood-program-enrollment
http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=preschool-and-prekindergarten
http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=preschool-and-prekindergarten
http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=child-care
http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=early-school-readiness
http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=public-schools-with-pre-k-and-special-education-pre-k-programs
http://www.childtrends.org/?indicators=public-schools-with-pre-k-and-special-education-pre-k-programs
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/mr/pir
http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/mr/pir
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Appen dix 1 -  Enrollment  in Early Head Start, Percentages by Selected 
Child Characteristics,  and as Percentage s of Children (Ages Birth through 
Three) in Poverty 1 : Program Years 2006 - 2007 to 201 3 - 201 4  

 2006 - 07  2007 - 08  2008 - 09  2009 - 10  2010 - 11  2011 - 12  2012 - 13  2013 - 14  

Total child enrollment  
  85,007    85,211    83,682  

  

120,433  

  

148,812  

  

151,342  
150,100  145,308  

Percentage of total child 

enrollment          

Age          

Less than one  28.9  29.1  28.5  31.2  30.2  29.4  28.7  28.6  

One  31.0  30.8  30.9  32.7  32.0  31.9  31.8  32.0  

Two  33.3  33.9  34.2  31.7  34.0  34.8  35.6  35.4  

Three  6.7  6.1  6.4  4.4  3.8  3.9  3.9  3.9  

Enrollment 

characteristics 2          

Homeless  -  -  3.0  4.8  5.7  6.2  6.5  6.6  

Foster children  2.5  2.4  2.4  2.2  2.2  2.3  2.6  2.7  

Parental income above  

Federal Poverty Level  4.6  4.7  5.6  5.8  5.9  5.8  5.6  6.0  

100 - 130% FPL  -  -  2.0  2.2  1.9  1.8  1.6  4.1  

More than 130% FPL  -  -  3.6  3.6  4.0  4.0  4.0  1.9  

Length of enrollment          

Enrolled for second year  30.5  30.8  30.2  21.9  30.3  29.8  29.6  28.7  

Enrolled for third year or 

more  12.3  13.1  14.4  10.2  8.9  12.5  14.2  14.8  



  

 9 

 
        

 2006 - 07  2007 - 08  2008 - 09  2009 - 10  2010 - 11  2011 - 12  2012 - 13  2013 - 14  

Percentage of total 

enrollment (includes 

pregnant women)  
        

Hispanic origin          

Hispanic  30.9  32.2  32.4  33.8  34.2  34.3  34.7  35.0  

Not Hispanic  69.1  67.8  67.6  66.2  65.8  65.7  65.3  65.0  

Race          

American Indian or 

Alaska Native  5.7  5.5  5.6  4.8  4.8  4.4  4.4  4.6  

Asian  1.2  1.3  1.2  1.2  1.3  1.4  1.6  1.6  

Black or African 

American  25.4  24.9  25.2  24.8  25.2  25.4  25.3  25.1  

Native Hawaiian or 

Pacific Islander  0.6  0.6  0.5  0.5  0.4  0.5  0.4  0.4  

White  43.1  41.0  42.5  42.8  43.6  43.5  44.8  45.6  

Biracial or m ulti - r acial  7.5  8.5  8.4  8.9  9.4  9.5  9.7  9.9  

Other r ace  0.2  0.3  10.7  11.2  10.2  10.9  9.7  8.8  

Unspecified r ace  16.3  17.9  5.9  5.8  5.1  4.4  4.1  4.0  

Primary language at home          

English  75.3  74.3  74.8  73.5  73.2  73.6  73.6  73.1  

Spanish  20.4  21.5  21.1  22.3  22.5  22.0  22.0  22.0  

Other language  4.3  4.2  4.1  4.2  4.4  4.4  4.4  4.9  
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 2006 - 07  2007 - 08  2008 - 09  2009 - 10  2010 - 11  2011 - 12  2012 - 13  2013 - 14  

As a percentage of all 

children in poverty , ages 0 -

3  1  
2.5  2.5  2.3  3.0  3.6  3.8  3.8  4.1  

Age          

Less than one  2.8  2.7  2.5  3.8  4.4  4.5  4.4  4.8  

One  3.1  2.9  2.7  3.9  4.6  4.8  4.7  4.9  

Two  3.6  3.6  3.3  3.7  5.2  5.3  5.6  5.9  

Three  0.7  0.6  0.6  0.5  0.5  0.6  0.6  0.6  

Hispanic origin          

Hispanic  2.6  2.5  2.2  3.1  3.7  4.0  3.7  4.1  

Not Hispanic  3.0  2.9  2.8  3.4  4.2  4.5  4.5  4.7  

Race          

American Indian or 

Alaska Native  8.1  12.8  6.4  9.6  9.8  9.7  5.7  7.5  

Asian  2.1  2.0  1.3  1.4  1.7  2.2  2.7  2.9  

Black or African 

American  2.5  2.3  2.3  3.1  3.7  4.1  4.2  3.8  

Native Hawaiian or 

Pacific Islander  10.6  14.7  2.1  6.4  4.1  7.3  2.6  5.3  

White  2.0  1.8  1.7  2.2  2.9  3.0  3.1  3.6  

Biracial or m ulti - r acial  5.4  7.0  5.3  5.3  5.1  6.5  6.0  5.7  
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1 There are children enrolled who are not  in poverty (six percent in 2013 -14) or for whom poverty status is  not determined (25 percent in 201 3-14, 
including children in foster care, homeless children, and children in families receiving TANF or Supplemental Security Income ). However, the number of 
children in poverty in a given year is a close approximation of e ligible children.  

2 Enrollment characteristics represent how the child qualified for the program, and are  not comprehensive.  For instance, a child who is homeless may also 
have a parental income of between 100 and 130% of the federal poverty level, but wou ld be included only in the homeless category. The remaining 
children qualified either because parental income was below the federal poverty line , or because they were participating in SSI (disability) or TANF.  

Sources: Data on number and percent enrollment : The Administration for Children and Families, Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge Center. {various 

years}. Head Start Program Information Report (PIR) . Author. Poverty data for percentages: US Census Bureau. (201 3). Current Population Survey : CPS 

table creator.  Available at: http://www.census.gov/cps/data/cpstablecreator.html   
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Appendix 2 -  Enrollment  in  Head Start 1 , Percentages by Selected Child 
Characteristics, and as Percentages of Children (Ages Three through 
Five) in Poverty 2 :  Program Ye ars 2006 - 2007 to 2013 - 2014  

 2006 - 07  2007 - 08  2008 - 09  2009 - 10  2010 - 11  2011 - 12  2012 - 13  2013 - 14  

Total child enrollment    974,626    976,132    963,502    983,758    993,107    978,869  964,071  916,312  

Percentage of total child 

enrollment          

Age          

Less than one  0.5  0.6  0.5  0.5  0.5  0.5  0.5  0.4  

One  0.6  0.6  0.6  0.6  0.6  0.5  0.6  0.6  

Two  1.8  2.1  2.0  2.1  2.1  2.2  2.4  2.7  

Three  38.9  39.2  38.7  38.8  38.6  39.1  40.1  40.4  

Four  54.9  54.7  55.2  55.7  54.6  55.9  55.2  54.3  

Five  3.3  2.8  3.0  2.4  2.0  1.7  1.3  1.7  

Enrollment characteristics 3  
        

Homeless  -  -  1.6  2.3  2.6  4.6  3.2  3.4  

Foster children  1.5  1.6  1.5  1.5  1.5  1.6  1.7  1.7  

Parental income above  

Federal Poverty Level  6.1  6.2  7.8  7.5  7.2  6.5  7.6  8.5  

100 - 130% FPL  -  -  5.2  4.7  4.8  4.1  5.1  5.5  

More than 130% FPL  -  -  2.6  2.8  2.4  2.4  2.5  3.0  

Length of enrollment          

Enrolled for second year  28.6  28.9  28.9  28.9  27.8  28.1  27.4  27.8  

Enrolled for third year or 

more  2.9  3.1  3.2  3.4  3.6  3.8  3.8  3.5  

         




